
 
 
THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF COURTENAY 

STAFF REPORT 
 

 

 

To:  Council  File No.:  6480-01 

From: Chief Administrative Officer Date:  January 6, 2020 

Subject:  2020 Age-friendly Communities Program Grant Application (Stream 1) 

PURPOSE: 

The purpose of this report is to obtain Council support to apply for grant funding through the 2020 Ministry 
of Health’s Age-friendly Communities Program Grant. 

 

CAO RECOMMENDATION: 

THAT based on the January 6, 2020 staff report “2020 Age-friendly Communities Program Grant 
Application (Stream 1)”, Council approve OPTION 1 and authorize the application for grant funding through 
the 2020 Ministry of Health’s Age-friendly Communities Program to include an age-friendly lens to policies 
in the OCP. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
David Allen, BES, CLGEM, SCLGM 
Chief Administrative Officer 
 

BACKGROUND: 

The Provincial Government has provided over $7 million to support the Age-friendly Communities grant 
program since 2005. To date, over 150 communities in BC have completed projects or been approved for 
funding, including local governments and First Nation communities.  

With strong alignment with the Official Communtiy Plan (OCP), staff intend to apply for Stream 1, which is 
designed to support the developmenet of plans in order to enable seniors and Elders to age in place and to 
facilitate the creation of age-friendly communities. The maximum grant under Stream 1 is 100% of the cost 
of eligible activities – to a maximum of $25,000. As part of the application, submission of a Council 
resolution indicating support for the application and willingness to provide overall grant management 
resource is required. The application guide is attached to this report (Attachment No. 1). 

DISCUSSION: 

Preparation for aging society is an urgent matter for many communities in Canada as rapid senior 
population growth is anticipated in the next few decades. Located in a desirable climate, Comox Valley is 
considered one of the best places in Canada to live. As such, many retirees are lured to the Valley from 
other parts of the country. In Courtenay, the population over 65 years of age represents 26.1% of the total 
population (2016 Census). 
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A healthy and age-friendly community for seniors will be one of the topic areas of the OCP update process 
which is currently underway, and some local experts in the field are members to the OCP Advisory 
Committee. If successful, the grant would be an opportunity to provide dedicated resources and allow the 
City to investigate further into seniors needs and opportunities. 

Staff have discussed the grant opportunity with community stakeholders including members of the OCP 
Advisory Committee and Comox Valley Elders Take Action. While the Elders Take Action organization 
declined to provide support, Vancouver Island Health Authority, Glacier View Lodge, Comox Valley 
Coalition to End Homelessness and the Community Health Network as well as the OCP Advisory Committee 
are supportive of the grant application (see attached letters). Staff consider there is a tremendous value in 
applying for the grant in terms of both enhancing the OCP review process and setting the stage for future 
age-friendly community projects with other partners.  

Proposed tasks will include consultation targeting seniors, needs assessment, and establishment of goals 
and strategies. Staff hope that the effort made in Stream 1 would qualify the City to apply for a Stream 2 
grant in the future. Stream 2 is a funding stream to support local projects that enable seniors to age in 
place as identified in the previous stream. 

ADMINISTRATIVE IMPLICATIONS: 

Development Services department staff will administer the grant and oversee policy development in 
coordination with the OCP project.  This will include liaising with community partners, while acting as the 
point of contact with the grant administrator. As the policies will be developed in concert with the OCP 
update, for which resources are already committed, staff impacts will be negligible. 

FINANCIL IMPLICATIONS: 

There are no direct financial implications. All tasks will be conducted through the grant funds provided. 

ASSET MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS: 

There are no direct asset management implications in Stream 1 stage.  

2019 - 2022 STRATEGIC PRIORITIES REFERENCE: 

 Strategic Priorities 2019 - 2022 

We continually invest in our key relationships 

 Consider effective ways to engage with and partner for the health and safety of the 

community 

We support diversity in housing & reasoned land use planning  

 Complete an update of the City`s OCP and Zoning Bylaw 

November 2019 Strategic Priority Chart (NOW) 

 OCP – Consultation Process (public input/consult report) 

OFFICIAL COMMUNITY PLAN REFERNCE: 

Not specifically referenced but the project aligns with the current work on updating the OCP. 
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REGIONAL GROWTH STRATEGY REFERENCE: 

Not referenced. 

CITIZEN/PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT: 

If the grant application is successful, Staff will “collaborate” with the community based on the IAP2 
Spectrum of Public Participation during the development of the OCP and the age-friendly policies. 

  

OPTIONS: 

OPTION 1:  That Council authorize staff to apply for grant funding through the Age-friendly 
Communities programs Stream 1 to include an age-friendly lens to policies in the OCP.  

  (Recommended) 

OPTION 2: Council not support application for the Age-friendly Communities programs Stream 1.  

 
 
Prepared by:       Reviewed by:  
 
 
 

________________________     ________________________________ 

Tatsuyuki Setta, MCIP, RPP     Ian Buck, MCIP, RPP 
Manager of Community and Sustainability Planning  Director of Development Services 
      
 
 
Attachment No. 1 – 2020 Program & Application Guide 
Attachment No. 2 – Letters of Support 
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  Appendix No. 1 - 2020 Program & Application Guide 
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Appendix No. 2 - Letters of Support 
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